A number of young men with myself went to see Martin Harriss
On the way some of them said, to Bro. Jensen, "You arc the oldest, you ask him

somé questionse" When we got there)I did ask adm,

"Brother Harris, do you believe the Book of Mormon is truege

He said, "Nc, I do not belicve it, knaowlodge supersedes  belief
I know it is terue, The angel showed me the j:la‘bes and I heard the voice of
Bae RN

God declare thuy were translated correctly,t
He was very earncst and sincere in his testimonye

Themas Godfrey John Le Godfrey
John Buttars Charles Shumway
W Lg Jensen

They are old men now, but they have pever forgotten the testinony of Martin Harris

with the shaking hand of age they sign this statement,
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Jacob Gates embraced the Gospel in his early manhood, being bap-
tized by Elcer Orson Pratt when he was twenty-two years of age. From
then on to the day of his Ceath, April 14, 1892, he was engagecd in the
work of the Church.

: He passed through the persecutions of the Saints in Missouri and
I1linois, an¢ crossed the pPlans in the fall of 1847. He shared in the
rugged life and hardship of the pioneers of Utah. During his life,
Elder Gates filled several missions for the Church in the United States,
and two in Europe. I+ was while en route on his first mission to .
anland, that he visited Oliver Cowdery, as related by his son as

ollows:

"My father, Jacob Gates, while on his way to England, in 1849,
Stopped at the town of Richmond, where lived at that time Oliver Cow-
dery. Hearing that Oliver was. in poor health, and wishing to renew old
acquaintance, as they had been friends in earlier days, father called
on him at his home. Their conversation during the visit drifted to
early Church history, and to their mutual experiences curing the
troublous times in Missouri and Illinois. Finally, father put this
question.to him: ‘'Oliver,’ saic he, 'I want you to tell mé the whole
truth about your testimony concerning the Book of Mormon -- the testi-
mony set forth to the world over your signature, and found in the
front of that book, Was your testimony based on a cream, was it the
%magin?tion of your mind, was it an illusion, a myth? Tell me truth-

ully,

"To question him thus seemec to touch Oliver very deeply. He
answered not a word, but arose from his easy chair, went to the book
case, took down a Book of Mormon of the first edition, turned to the
testimony of the Three Witnesses, and read in the most solemn manner
the words to which he had subscribed his name, nearly twenty years be-
fore. Pacing my father, he said:

"!Jacob, I want you to remember what I say to you. I am a dying
man, and what would it profit me to tell you a lie? I know,' said he,
"that this Book of Mormon was translatec by the gift and power of God.
My eyes saw, my ears heard, and my uncderstanding was touched, and 1
know whereof I testifiec is true. It was no dream, no vain imagination
of the mind -- it was real,!

"Then father asked this question: 'If all that you tell me is
true, why did you leave the Church?' Oliver made only this'explanatgon;
saic¢ he: 'When I left the Church, I felt wicked. I felt like shedding

blood, but I have got over all that now.'"

State of Utah
County of Salt Lake

Jacob P. Gates, of Salt Lake City, Utah, being first culy sworn, deposes
and says, that he is a citizen of the United States, of the age of f:ftv
seven years, and that he is the son of Jacob Gates, who, prior to his
death, related to affiant a conversation which he had with Oliver Cow-
dery, at the town of Richmond, State of Missouri, anc¢ that the above anc
foregoing is a true and correct statement of saicd conversation as given

to him by his Favher, === Jacob B. Gates , ,
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vTestimony of Martin Harris, a Witness of the Book of Mormon."
It was in Clarkstown, Utah, July 187S.

“Early in the morning a thought came to my mind, that I would go and see how Brother
tiarris was, It was only three blocks from my home. I heard he was not feeling well,
and pecple came rrom other towns to see Brother llarris, and hear his testimony of
the Book ofijormon. pgut when 1 arrived, there were two men present. Brother Harris
lay on his bed leaning on his elbow, I said, M"How are you Brother Harris?"® He
answered slowly, "Pretty well," »

nY¥es, he said in a loud

we came to hear your testimony on the Book of Mormon,
voice, as he sat up in bed, "I wish that I could speak loud enough that the whole

world could hear my testimony, Brother stand over so I can see you," Then he stretch-
ed out his nand and said, "Brother I beflieve there is an angel here to hear what I
shall tell you, and you shall never forget what I shall say. The Prophet and

Oliver Cowdery, Davit Whitmore and myself went into a little grove to pray, to
obtain a promisethat we should behold it with our own eyes. That we could testify of
it to the world. Ve prayed two or three times, and at length the angel stood before
Oliver and David, and showed them the plates, But, behold, I had gone by myself to
pray and in my desperation I asked the Prophet to kneel down with me, and pray for
me,that I may also see the plates, We did so and immediately the Angel stood befsre
me and said, "Look," and when I glanced at him I fell; but I stood on my feet and
saw the Angel turn the golden leaves over, and I said, It is enough, my Lord and my
Godié®" Then I heard the voice of God say, "The book is true," and translated correct-
1y+" Brother Harris then turned himself as though he had no more to say; we made
ready to go. He spoke again and said, "I will tell you a wonderful thing that happen-
ed after Joseph had found the platess Three of us took some tools to ge to the Aill
and hunt for some more boxes, of gold or something, and indeed we found a stone box.
We got excitud about it and dug quite carefully arcwnd it, and we were ready to take
it up, but behold by some unseen power, it slipped back into the hill, We stood there
and looked at it, and one of us took a crow bar and tried to drive it through the
1id to hold it, but it glanced and broke one cormer off the boxe Some time that bex
will be found, and you will see the corner broken off, and then you will know that

I have told the truth, Again Brotker as sure¢ as you are standing here and sce me,
Just so surc did I sec the Angel with the golden plates, in his hand; and he

showed them to me, I have promised that I will bear witness of this truth, both
here and hercafter " His lips trcmbled and tears came to his eyes, I should like
Lo have asked a question, but I failed to do so, But I refrained myself and shook

hands and thanked him and left.

"When I think of the day I stood before Martin Harris, and saw him stretch forth his
hand and raise his voice and bear his testimonythe feeling that thrilled my whole
being, I can never forget nor can I express the joy that filled my soule This is ~

a true statementi
tSigned Qle Ae Jensen,f
The two other brethren are John Godfrey and James Keep,#
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